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1. Fondements



Rule of Law

Democracy Solidarity

Freedom

Respect for
Human Rights

The EU and Switzerland are allies in promoting these 
values at world stage

Shared Values



• Consensus oriented
• Seeking the compromise
• Protection of minorities
• Subsidiarity

Similar political culture



• Shared history, culture 
and languages 

• 1.4 million EU citizens 
live in Switzerland 

• 430 000 Swiss
live in the EU 

• Almost 40% of marriages 
in Switzerland are binational

Interwoven societies







Every day
• more than 1.3 million people 
• 20,000 trucks 

cross the EU-Swiss borders (both directions)
(71% of the transalpine transit freight traffic is on rail)

Intense exchanges

https://www.srf.ch/news/regional/ostschweiz/mehr-lastwagenverkehr-am-zoll-in-st-margrethen


2. Switzerland's integration in 
the internal market and the

difficult road towards
an Institutional Agreement



Free Trade 
Agreement 1972

Consolidated 
Bilateralism

European 
Economic Area

European 
Union

Quo vadis ?

EEA

http://www.google.ch/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=edmrHtwlXmxRjM&tbnid=4M_oKdklO_7rPM&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://www.timeplan.com/teachers/coming-to-the-uk/eea-teachers/eea-countries/&ei=qkt8U7j2BqWc0QWEiYCoDQ&psig=AFQjCNFQSAyPvWAB4vw_iEOrAm2d2WCuog&ust=1400741162189632
http://www.news.ch/EU+verlaengert+Frist+fuer+die+Schweiz/608793/detail.htm
http://www.tageswoche.ch/de/blogs/speakerscorner/606688/
http://www.faz.net/aktuell/wirtschaft/konjunktur-die-zwei-seiten-des-exportmeisters-11022722-b1.html
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=fbxFTJHz00h7SM&tbnid=AQEB9c6K7rMhzM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oogtv.nl%2F2011%2F05%2Fhervorming-rechtspraak-door-maatschappelijk-debat%2F&ei=ySd6U9CqMYbYPczcgKAF&bvm=bv.66917471,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNHkYd-nlokUN-80MN_W7g10oQHgjw&ust=1400600800849699


• "No" of Swiss people 
to EEA in 1992

• On Swiss request, access
to EU Single Market via
sectorial agreements

• More than 120 agreements,
each one following ist own rrules

• Delays in harmonization of 
standards & regulations

• No dispute resolution mechanism

Are you sure
that's the 
right way?

The "Bilateral Way"



Institutional Framework Agreement

"condition préalable pour l''UE afin de conclure de 
futurs accords sur la participation de la Suisse au 
marché intérieur de l'UE et critère essentiel pour 
décider des nouveaux progrès à réaliser sur la voie 
d'une ouverture des marchés mutuellement 
avantageuse."

Conclusions du Conseil sur les relations avec la Suisse – 19 février 2019



Subtitle





Trois sujets sensibles
• Droits des citoyens

– Exemples: Aides sociales, Expulsion
• Mesures d'accompagnement (FLAM)

– Consultations avec les partenaires sociaux
– L'impact du cycle électoral

• Aides publiques
– La question du partage des compétences 

(cantons/Fédération





3. La participation de la Suisse 
à Schengen et Dublin



4. Une cooperation sectorielle 
foisonnante

Recherche, transport, climat, 
politique étrangère…



Research & Education

• Since Jan. 2017 Switzerland is 
again fully associated to Horizon 
2020, Europe's largest R&I 
programme worth 80 bio EUR

• 2150 Swiss project participations 
(by April 2018), Switzerland 
ranked 4th among all participating 
countries and 1st amongst non-EU 
countries

• 40'000 Swiss students participated 
in an Erasmus mobility programme 
since 1987; 41'000 students from 
other European spent parts of 
their studies in Switzerland 

https://www.ibu.edu.ba/en/burch-announcements/2015/erasmus-exchange-program-application.html
http://www.moftechnologies.com/2016/10/12/mof-technologies-commences-second-horizon-2020-project-address-global-warming/


Eléments de risque
• Thème des relations avec l'UE dans la 

campagne électorale
– Elections générales du 20 Octobre 2019

• Initiative de limitation
– Vote en Mai ou Septembre 2020 
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